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TASTING OF 2017 VINTAGE PORTS
A warm welcome to this tasting of  2017 Vintage Ports.

After the long pause following the 2011 release, the 2017 Vintage Ports now arrive hard 
on the heels of  the outstanding 2016s.

The 2017 vintage is at least equal in stature to its immediate predecessor but markedly 
different in style.  While the hallmarks of  the 2016s were elegance and finesse, the 2017s 
are classic ‘old school’ Vintage Ports, deep and intense, with rich, dark, multi-layered 
fruit and powerful, compact tannins.  The wines are still brooding and reserved but 
there is a wealth of  complex aroma thinly concealed beneath the surface, a hint of  
riches to come.

Two factors stand out in the 2017 viticultural year, the dry conditions throughout the 
growing and ripening seasons and an early harvest.

The cycle started about a week in advance with bud burst around 10th March.  Spring 
was exceptionally warm and dry, with negligible rainfall in the usually wet month of  
April. Vine development continued to accelerate and, by the beginning of  May, 
flowering had begun. The heat and drought continued throughout the summer 
although temperatures eased in August, helping to balance the ripening.

By the end of  August or first days of  September, most estates had begun picking, the 
earliest for a generation.  The thick-skinned grapes released deep, concentrated musts 
and, although yields were low overall, there was a high proportion of  exceptional wine.

As is often the case in a dry year, the old vines, with their extensive root structure, 
produced stunning results.

The superb 2017 Vintage Ports again reflect the substantial vineyard investment by the 
top houses.   This, combined with rigorous selection of  blending components, means 
we can expect the trend of  tight volumes and exceptional quality to continue in future 
declarations. 

We look forward to joining you in tasting these exceptional new wines.

ADRIAN BRIDGE CHRISTIAN SEELYJOHNNY SYMINGTON





THE FLADGATE PARTNERSHIP
The Fladgate Partnership is a group of  three distinguished Port houses, Croft 
(founded in 1588), Taylor’s (1692) and Fonseca (1815). It has been family managed 
throughout its long history and is dedicated entirely to the production of  Port. 
Each individual firm maintains its own identity, traditions, vineyards and 
distinctive house style.These find their quintessential expression in each house’s 
classic Vintage Port: the restrained power and longevity of  Taylor Fladgate, the 
heady opulence of  Fonseca and the luscious and exotic fruitiness of  Croft.
 
Underpinning this diversity of  individual styles is each firm’s historical link with its 
quintas or estates. The group possesses one of  the most extensive vineyard 
holdings in the Douro, including many of  the Valley’s most famous vineyards. Its 
dedication to the development of  these unique properties and to the best in both 
old and new wine making practices make The Fladgate Partnership the guardian 
of  the finest traditions in Port production.



Taylor’s was founded in 1692 and has been family owned and run 
throughout its history. The name Taylor Fladgate is synonymous with 
Vintage Port. Taylor’s Vintages are recognized for their understated 
elegance and austerity in youth and for the inner strength and vigour 
which makes them among the most long-lasting of  all wines, the 
ultimate collector’s Ports. A hallmark of  the Taylor’s style is the 
distinctive scented quality derived from the wines of  Quinta de Vargellas 
which make up the backbone of  the Taylor’s vintage blend. This famous 
property, which has been renowned for its ports since the 1820’s, was 
acquired by Taylor’s in 1893 and also produces one of  the rarest  vintage 
Ports, the legendary Vargellas Vinha Velha. The company’s two Pinhão 
Valley vineyards, Quinta de Terra Feita and Quinta do Junco, also 
contribute their robust and powerfully fruity wines to the Taylor’s 
vintage blend.  

TAYLOR’S

TAYLOR’S 2017
Opaque black at the centre with a narrow purple rim. Uncompromisingly 
Taylor in style, elegant and precise. The nose is threaded with very fine, 
linear fruit, heady and complex but restrained by a graphite minerality.  
Quinta da Vargellas has imprinted its signature fragrance of  violets, 
which hangs like a scented veil over the wine, and there are discreet 
terroir notes of  citrus, wild herbs and gumcistus.  The nose is still 
reserved but there is impressive depth and background, as well as hints 
of  complexities still to emerge with time.   The palate is held in place by 
lithe, muscular tannins, firm and grippy on the finish, and ends with a 
powerful surge of  crisp, pure berry fruit.  A beautifully delineated wine, 
with the hallmark Taylor poise and definition and the tantalising promise 
of  pleasures still to come.



Taylor’s Quinta de Vargellas is one of  the world’s finest vineyard estates. 
It was acquired in 1893 but its reputation as a source of  the finest Ports 
dates back to the 1820s. Located in the eastern reaches of  the Douro 
Valley, Quinta de Vargellas is renowned for its elegant, scented wines, 
with their fine focused fruit and sinewy tannins. It is also the source of  
one of  the rarest and most collectible Vintage Ports, Vargellas Vinha 
Velha, made in very small quantities from the oldest vines on the estate.   
The Vinha Velha, meaning ‘old vineyard’, is made up of  five individual 
plots containing many vines over a century old.  The 2017 is only the 
eighth Vinha Velha vintage to be released. The character of  the Vargellas 
Vinha Velha Vintage Ports is unique. Their interest to collectors lies, not 
only in their rarity and quality, but also in the fact that they represent a 
piece of  Port history, the expression of  an ancient terroir whose 
characteristics will never be re-created.

TAYLOR’S
VARGELLAS VINHA VELHA

VARGELLAS VINHA VELHA 2017
Impenetrable ruby black core and narrow purple rim. As usual with the 
Vargellas Vinha Velha, the nose is beautifully balanced and complete, 
revealing multiple layers and dimensions of  aroma as it opens up in the 
glass. The base is a coulis of  dense, dark berries, with brambly woodland 
fruit, cassis and black cherry aromas. The voluptuous richness of  the 
fruit is tempered by an attractive flinty, mineral edge and the discreet 
pungency of  wild herbs and cedar wood. As the wine evolves, evocative 
aromas emerge, such as beeswax, leather and cigar box, like the 
unexpected resonances of  an antique instrument.The palate is 
supported by thick granular tannins and is packed with dense black and 
red berry fruit flavour that rises in a crescendo on the finish. A wine of  
majestic scale and proof, if  any were needed, that 2017 was an 
exceptional year for old vines.





Fonseca was founded in 1815 and is regarded as one of  the most 
stylistically consistent of  the classic Vintage Port houses. Every one of  
its Vintage Ports has been made by five generations of  the Guimaraens 
family since its foundation. Fonseca produces one of  the most exotic 
and aromatically powerful of  all Vintage Ports. The heady opulence of  
a mature Fonseca Vintage is almost intoxicating in its power and 
complexity and it is this remarkable aromatic potential which ensures 
the longevity of  the Fonseca Vintage Ports. The cornerstone of  the 
Fonseca vintage blend is Quinta do Panascal, the firm’s famous estate 
located on the steep slopes of  the Távora Valley. The wines of  Fonseca’s 
two quintas in the Pinhão Valley, Cruzeiro and Santo António, are also 
traditional components of  the blend.

FONSECA

A narrow magenta ring around a core of  inky purple black. The nose 
opens with a burst of  dark,  woodland fruit, dense and succulent, 
blended with fresher, more vibrant red berry aromas.  A slatey minerality 
holds this exuberant fruitiness in check. At this stage, the nose is still 
reserved and discreetly aromatic, revealing leafy, balsamic scents and 
cedary notes of  sawn wood. The first impression on the palate, as on the 
nose, is of  tightly packed, dense dark berry fruit, which then explodes 
on the mid-palate and surges into the long finish. The texture is round 
and velvety but the taut, sinewy tannins and a strand of  crisp acidity 
provide firmness and structure.  The layered, complex fruit typical of  
Fonseca holds sway over this weighty, powerful wine.

FONSECA 2017



Croft is the oldest port house with a distinguished history dating back to 
1588. The Croft family, originally wine merchants from York, played an 
active and prominent part in the history of  the Port trade. Croft is one 
of  the most well known Vintage Port houses and has produced some 
legendary Vintage wines, notably the exceptional 1945 regarded as one 
of  the best of  this landmark year. The character of  Croft Vintage Ports 
is one of  the most distinctive and individual of  all. Crammed with 
luscious plump jammy fruit in their youth, they develop great richness 
and complexity with age. The cornerstone of  the Croft Vintage Port 
style is the firm’s estate of  Quinta da Roêda. Often described as the 
jewel of  the Douro Valley quintas, Roêda forms a vast south west facing 
semicircle of  terraced vineyard on the right bank of  the Douro close to 
the village of  Pinhão.

CROFT

CROFT 2017
Dense inky core fading to a magenta rim. A seductive Croft nose, ripe 
and voluptuous but with the depth and density characteristic of  the 
2017 vintage. As usual, plump, juicy blackcurrant, black cherry and 
raspberry form the backdrop.  However, the nose is soon drawn into a 
vortex of  heady, complex aroma in which resiny scents of  eucalyptus 
and gumcistus blend with pungent notes of  sage and mint, fresh hints 
of  grapefruit and a mellow spiciness. On the palate, firm, sinewy tannins 
are wrapped in a thick envelope of  dense, velvety texture.  As is often 
the case, this is one of  the most exotic and beguiling wines of  the 
vintage.  However, it is also a weighty wine, dense and deeply coloured, 
with the concentration and stamina to ensure a long life in bottle.  One 
of  the finest Croft vintages of  recent years.



CROFT 
ROEDA SERIKOS
Croft’s Quinta da Roêda is often known as the jewel of  Douro 
vineyards.  Like most other Port estates, its vineyards were devastated in 
the 1870s by the vine louse, Phylloxera, and its owners turned to 
cultivating mulberry trees whose leaves are the preferred food of  the silk 
worm.  Had no solution to Phylloxera been found, Roêda might today 
be the source of  the finest silk rather than the silken-textured wines for 
which it is now renowned.  Between 1889 and 1900, Croft replanted 
Roêda with nearly 50,000 new vines, most on three plots known as 
Benedita, Ferradura and Galeria, constructed using a new vineyard 
architecture known as First Generation Post-Phylloxera Terracing. Built 
over a century ago, they represent some of  the most beautiful examples 
of  terraced vineyard, particularly the Galeria, a perfect amphitheatre of  
schist walls joined by a single stairway.  Now, for the first time, a Vintage 
Port has been made from grapes from these magnificent heritage plots.  
The 2017 vintage was chosen for this release as it was a year in which the 
old vines produced exceptional results, allowing these three great 
vineyards to express themselves in a wine of  monumental stature.

Inky black centre in a slender ring of  deep purple. The nose opens with 
a dazzling peacock’s tail of  scents and aromas. The rich, ripe fruit, which 
is a consistent feature of  the wines of  Quinta da Roêda, has developed 
a kaleidoscopic complexity, crisp red berry aromas blending with ripe, 
succulent black fruits and a fresh grapiness. The signature Roêda 
eucalyptus and rock rose scents merge with hints of  crushed mint, fresh 
citrus notes and a pot-pourri of  savoury herbs and dried rose petal. The 
wine opens a treasure chest of  surprising nuances as it develops in the 
glass. On the palate the wine is thick, dense and silky, packed with 
opulent fruit and supported by a mesh of  tightly-woven tannins. This 
magnificent expression of  the oldest vineyard plots at Quinta da Roêda 
showcases the old vines’ remarkable qualities and their ability to open 
doors on unexpected new dimensions of  aroma. 

ROEDA SERIKOS 2017





Symington Family Estates is one of  the leading producers of  premium ports, the 
leading vineyard owner in the Douro Valley and one of  the top Portuguese wine 
producers. 

We are a family of  Scottish, English and Portuguese origin who have lived and 
worked in Portugal since 1882. For five generations we have combined our passion 
for producing premium ports and wines with a deep commitment to the region’s 
land and people. Today, 10 members of  the 4th and 5th generation work together 
across our four famous port houses - Graham's, Dow's, Warre's, and Cockburn's - 
as well as our portfolio of  Douro wines including Quinta do Vesuvio, Quinta do 
Ataíde, Altano, and Prats & Symington (producers of  Chryseia and Post Scriptum). 
We have recently launched a new venture, Quinta da Fonte Souto, in the Alto 
Alentejo sub-region of  Portalegre.

We own 27 Quintas with 1,067 ha of  vineyard. All our vineyards are managed under 
sustainable viticulture practices and 112 ha are organically farmed – the largest such 
area in the Douro. We are unique amongst the major port companies in that each 
working family member also farms their own private vineyard. We are leading 
innovators in the Douro with research vineyards at Quinta da Cavadinha, Quinta do 
Ataíde and Quinta do Bomfim. At Ataíde we have planted a grape variety library 
with 53 different varieties, as part of  a long-term study to preserve indigenous 
strains and to help us adapt to climate change. We developed the first modern 
treading lagar in 1998, which represented a significant advance in the making of  
premium quality ports.

SYMINGTON FAMILY ESTATES



GRAHAM’S

GRAHAM’S 2017
The wine is a truly outstanding example of  the best that the Douro is 
capable of  producing.  Deep purple in colour and with a viscosity that 
signals a huge concentration, the aromas of  blackberry, plum and 
bergamot leap out of  the glass. On the palate there are layers of  black 
fruit with fresh apricot highlights, and an amazingly long and persistent 
finish. 

Graham’s was founded in Portugal in 1820 by two Scottish brothers 
William and John Graham and during the 19th century became one of  
the most highly regarded of  all Port producers. Their success led to the 
building of  the magnificent Graham’s Lodge in Gaia in 1890, and to the 
acquisition in the same year of  the famous Quinta dos Malvedos, one of  
the finest vineyards in the Douro Valley. In 1882, Andrew James 
Symington, son of  a Glaswegian father and Shetlander mother, sailed to 
Porto to work for Graham’s, thus beginning his family’s long association 
with this famous house. Although he left shortly after to establish his 
own Port house, his grandsons acquired the company when the Graham 
family offered it for sale in 1970. Today Graham’s owns the 85 hectare 
Malvedos estate together with its own small lagar winery, and the 
neighboring 22 hectare Quinta do Tua with its remarkable stone 
terraces. For nearly half  a century, several members of  the Symington 
family, whose heritage in Port dates back to the 17th century though 
Andrew’s Anglo-Portuguese wife, Beatriz Leitão de Carvalhosa 
Atkinson, have worked to enhance Graham’s superb Vintage Port 
reputation, whilst developing other famous Graham’s Ports such as Six 
Grapes, Late Bottled Vintage and the company’s exceptional Aged 
Tawny Ports.



THE STONE TERRACES
This is only the fourth release of  The Stone Terraces by Graham’s since 
its debut in 2011. There can be few wines in the world made with such 
concentration whilst also displaying such finesse, with no over-ripeness 
and a remarkably fresh acidity on the finish. This wine hails from the 
magnificent 18th century stone terraces to the north and east of  the 
estate house at Quinta dos Malvedos. These terraces, which had been 
abandoned in the aftermath of  phylloxera, were reconstructed by hand, 
recovering the sturdy retaining walls to create terraces, with minimal 
disturbance of  the schist bedrock. A vine planted under these 
conditions is naturally stressed, having to put down deep roots through 
cracks in the schist to find the necessary water with which to survive the 
typically hot and dry summers of  the Douro. At harvest time, individual 
small fermentations are made of  these grapes to produce a tiny quantity 
of  extraordinary Port with the specific signature of  these traditional 
vineyards. The Malvedos estate is predominantly south-facing, but the 
stone terraces are cooler east and northeast-facing plots, and the wines 
made from them have a distinctive profile. 

THE STONE TERRACES 2017
Extraordinary scents of  orange blossom and rockrose, with notes of  
pine needles and bergamot in the background. The palate is opulent and 
seductive, revealing mesmerising concentration and incredible intensity 
without detracting from the wine’s exceptional structure and balance. 
Very fine acidity provides remarkable freshness, which reflects the 
cooler east and northeast facing stone terraced vineyards at Malvedos. 
This wine has to be tasted to be believed.



DOW’S

DOW’S 2017
It is rare to see such tremendous depth and intensity in colour as this 
wine displays. The freshness of  the floral aromas is very attractive with 
a dominance of  rockrose, a flower that grows wild around the hills of  
Senhora da Ribeira. On the palate, it is exceptionally full-bodied, rich 
and powerful with black fruit coming to the fore. Gorgeous, ripe fruit is 
balanced by the fine tannin structure. On the finish, it is typically Dow, 
austere and somewhat drier than many other ports. The intense fruit 
flavours linger long on the palate.

The story of  Dow’s, unusual amongst all the great Port houses, began in 
1798 when a Portuguese merchant, Bruno da Silva, did the opposite of  
most contemporary Port merchants by establishing himself  in London. 
New partners later entered the thriving company, which became Silva & 
Cosens and then Dow’s when the two merged in 1877. Andrew James 
Symington joined as partner in 1912 and since then five generations of  
Symingtons have worked in the family company and in its Douro 
vineyards. Dow’s was one of  the first companies to invest in Douro 
vineyards, acquiring Quinta da Senhora da Ribeira in 1890 (25 hectares) 
and Quinta do Bomfim in 1896 (61 hectares). These two riverside 
estates define the style of  Dow’s Ports and each has its own small lagar 
winery where the finest Dow’s Ports are made, including the unique 
Dow’s Vintage Ports, Late Bottled Vintage, Reserve and Old Tawnies.



WARRE’S

WARRE’S 2017
Warre’s 2017 has bright floral aromas of  roses and violets, typical of  the 
Touriga Nacional and also of  rockrose, which is a feature of  the Touriga 
Franca. On the palate the wine is full and plummy with amazing 
concentration and buoyant freshness delivering flavours of  black 
cherries and blackberries. Layers of  complexity are gradually revealed 
with a remarkable full-bodied structure.

Founded in 1670, Warre’s is the first and oldest British Port company 
established in Portugal. The Warre’s name is synonymous with the 
history of  Port and the company was a pioneer of  the Port trade. For 
more than three hundred years the company has produced some of  the 
greatest Ports ever made. Lt General Sir William Warre, born into the 
already well-established Port family, joined the Duke of  Wellington’s 
Peninsular Army and had a brave and distinguished career in the 
Napoleonic campaigns from 1807 to 1814, where he played a leading 
role in the liberation of  his native country. His contemporary diaries and 
letters are an invaluable source to historians. Andrew James Symington 
became a partner in Warre’s in 1905 and assumed full responsibility for 
the vineyards, winemaking and cellars in 1912 on the return of  the 
Warre family to the UK after two centuries in Portugal. The company 
was owned by the Warre and Symington families jointly until the Warre’s 
finally sold their shares to the Symingtons in the 1950’s. Warre’s is 
famous for the elegance of  its Ports which come from the relatively high 
29 hectare vineyard at Quinta da Cavadinha in the Pinhão Valley, the 22 
hectare vineyard at Quinta do Retiro in the Rio Torto Valley, and the 25 
hectare Quinta da Telhada, in the upper reaches of  the Douro Superior.



COCKBURN’S

COCKBURN’S 2017

Cockburn’s was founded in 1815, the year of  the Battle of  Waterloo, by 
the Scottish brothers Robert and John Cockburn. Originally wine 
merchants in Leith, Scotland, their Port house was founded to secure a 
supply of  wines from the Douro valley. Robert Cockburn declared on 
founding the company: “The quality of  the wine – that is the first thing 
to be looked to”. The next phase of  Cockburn’s history was forged by a 
group of  remarkable families – the Smithes, the Teages, and the Cobbs 
– who followed Robert Cockburn’s vision and developed the company 
into one of  the greatest Port producers. Cockburn’s Vintage Ports 
invariably fetched the highest prices at the international wine auctions in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Cockburn’s, which has a rich 
history of  doing things differently, made its home in the Douro 
Superior, a region almost unknown to most Port producers in the 19th 
century. Today the company has two estates in the Douro Superior; the 
magnificent 97 hectare vineyard at Quinta dos Canais and, even further 
east, the small but beautiful 13 hectare vineyard at Quinta do Vale 
Coelho. The Symington family acquired Cockburn’s in December 2010 
after 48 years of  multinational ownership, during which time the 
reputation of  Cockburn’s had waned somewhat. With the return to 
family ownership, the company was immediately refocused on its 
vineyards and on the quality of  its Port Wines. Since that time 
Cockburn’s Ports are once again winning international acclaim.

The Cockburn 2017 has resinous, forest floor aromas with bergamot 
notes mingling with rock rose scents. Fresh, mineral notes are evocative 
of  eucalyptus and anise. The palate is intense with layers of  blueberry 
and kirsch flavours underpinned by peppery tannins which provide 
Cockburn’s signature grip. A very complete wine, complex and finely 
tuned that suggests impressive longevity.





QUINTA DO VESUVIO 2017
This is a powerful, attention-grabbing wine, with taut muscularity. It 
offers magnificent aromas of  rock rose, mint and hints of  ginger. The 
substantial palate is full, with expressive black fruit notes lifted by 
peppery schist tannins. The long, lingering aftertaste indicates 
impressive ageing potential.

Quinta do Vesuvio is one of  the Douro’s great estates. It is situated far 
upriver in the Douro Superior, 120 kilometers from the Atlantic coast 
and just 45 kilometres from Spain. The Quinta’s reputation for produc-
ing outstanding wines dates to the nineteenth century when the 
Viscount of  Villa Maior wrote, “All this wine is made scrupulously and 
to perfection… this Quinta was made as if  for princes…”. Since 
acquiring Quinta do Vesuvio in 1989, the Symington family has 
developed its legendary reputation. The family preserved the age-old 
method of  treading grapes in the granite lagares that date from 1827. 
Teams of  up to 40 men and women tread the grapes each harvest night. 
Vesuvio is one of  the last Douro properties to maintain this tradition 
and all the vineyard’s Ports are made in this way. The Vesuvio estate 
comprises 326 hectares, of  which 133 hectares are under vine. 
Investments by the Symington family have turned the estate into one of  
the Douro’s finest vineyards. Alongside new plantings, many of  the 
mature vineyards from the 1970s have been preserved together with 
older, mixed variety vineyards, which contribute to the complexity and 
structure of  Quinta do Vesuvio Vintage Ports.

QUINTA DO VESUVIO



CAPELA DO VESUVIO  2017
Mesmerising aromas; lavender, eucalyptus, green tea and liquorice. On 
the palate, the concentration and intensity are striking with layers of  
complexity. There is a wonderful interplay of  invigorating black and red 
fruits underpinned by schist tannins that give balance to the impressive 
structure. The Sousão comes through in a spicy seasoning that 
underscores the wine’s remarkable freshness. The seductive finish is 
endless and inspirational.

The 2017 is the fourth Capela do Vesuvio (Vesuvio Chapel) Vintage 
Port to be released, since the debut 2007 Vintage. This Vintage Port is 
inspired by the incredibly low-yielding 90-year-old vines from the Vinha 
da Capela vineyard, which bring an extraordinary complexity and 
character to the wine. The Vinha da Escola vineyard, which is named 
after the old estate schoolhouse, still standing at the edge of  the 
vineyard, also makes an important contribution to the Capela Vintage 
Port with its Sousão and Alicante Bouschet grape varieties. The 
comparatively level Escola vineyards are grouped around a low-lying 
location at the bottom of  the main valley at Vesuvio, a natural collection 
point for rainwater. On their westerly side, they are flanked by terraced 
slopes which shield them during the height of  summer from the 
intensity of  the afternoon sun. The west-facing Touriga Franca and 
Touriga Nacional vines in the Vale da Teja vineyard, planted in the 
1970s, have deep roots which are importannt during the hot and dry 
growing and ripening seasons. Grapes from these vines complemented 
the structure provided by Vinha da Escola and the complexity from 
Vinha da Capela.

CAPELA DO VESUVIO 





Quinta do Noval is situated in the heart of  the Douro, with vineyards in the valleys 
of  both the Pinhão and the Roncão, tributaries of  the Douro river. Great wines 
have been produced here since 1715 when the vineyard was first mentioned in the 
land registries, but Noval’s name was made with the 1931 declaration, which 
established the reputation of  both the Quinta do Noval and the Quinta do Noval 
Nacional Vintage Ports. Quinta do Noval Vinhos is unusual among traditional 
shippers in being based in the Douro, and also in that its two greatest Ports, Quinta 
do Noval and Quinta do Noval Nacional, are always Single Quinta wines.

Quinta do Noval Nacional is produced from a small 5 acre parcel at the heart of  the 
Quinta do Noval vineyard where ungrafted vines continue to survive and to 
produce one of  the most remarkable wines in the world. Very small quantities are 
made of  the Nacional when it is declared, normally around 250 cases, making it one 
of  the most sought after and certainly rarest of  all Vintage Ports. The wines are 
vinified in lagares in exactly the same way as the other Quinta do Noval wines, but 
the Nacional is always different, taking its character from the uniqueness of  the 
small parcel of  Nacional vines.

QUINTA DO NOVAL



QUINTA DO NOVAL 2017

Quinta do Noval Vintage Port is characterised by its purity of  fruit and 
a fine and delicate quality that is typical of  the wines of  the property but 
which finds its most remarkable and enduring expression in the Vintage 
Ports. Equilibrium, harmony, finesse and elegance are hallmarks of  its 
great Vintage Ports. These are declared in years when the wines, 
sometimes from just a small parcel of  vines, show exceptional quality 
and come up to Noval’s exacting standards. Even then, the wines 
selected for the Quinta do Noval Vintage Port blend represent only a 
small proportion of  our total production.

QUINTA DO NOVAL



QUINTA DO NOVAL
NACIONAL 2017

QUINTA DO NOVAL NACIONAL
A small area at the heart of  the Quinta do Noval vineyard planted with 
ungrafted vines and untouched by phylloxera. The word “Nacional” 
refers to the fact that the vines are Portuguese vines growing in 
Portuguese soil with no foreign root stock, and are therefore “attached 
to the soil of  the Nation”. This great wine is a source of  pride to the 
people of  Portugal, and at its best the finest expression of  the 
extraordinary terroir of  Quinta do Noval.



QUINTA DA ROMANEIRA 2017

QUINTA DA ROMANEIRA
In 1757, at the time of  the Pombaline demarcations, there were already 
vines planted at Quinta da Romaneira.  Romaneira, an historic Port wine 
quinta lying in the heart of  the Douro Valley, is privately co-owned by 
Christian Seely, Managing Director of  Quinta do Noval. Acquired in 
2004, the estate, with over 1000 acres of  land, has been considerably 
renovated and replanted with a range of  classic and experimental grape 
varieties , and a state of  the art winery built for the vinification of  both 
Vintage Ports and the single vineyard  table wines for which Romaneira 
is establishing an enviable reputation. Quinta da Romaneira is one of  the 
largest estates on the region, with a total of  412 hectares and more than 
3 kilometres of  river frontage on the river Douro. The vineyards are 
planted on terraces on the steeply sloping hills of  the property: with 
many valleys and promontories, Romaneira contains several 
microclimates. The resulting diversity means that the single vineyard 
wines of  Romaneira are made from grapes from a complex blend of  
sites, and this is one of  the keys to the quality and character of  
Romaneira wines. All our wines are made exclusively from grapes from 
our vineyard. The estate has a very long history as a producer of  Vintage 
Port, and each year a significant proportion of  our production is Port 
wine, trodden by foot in the lagares in our winery. Our Vintage Port is 
made from a strict selection of  wines from the older parcels of  Touriga 
Nacional and Touriga Franca at the heart of  our vineyard and is a 
supreme expression of  the essence of  our terroir.



ADDITIONAL NOTES







DISTRIBUTORS

THE FLADGATE PARTNERSHIP
Mentzendor� & Co Ltd
1st Floor, The Woolyard
52 Bermondsey Street
London SE1 3UD
Contact: Bryonie Grieveson
Telephone: 020 7840 3600
E-mail: Bryonie@mentzendor�.co.uk
Website:mentzendor�.com

SYMINGTON FAMILY ESTATES
John E Fells
Fells House
Station Road
Kings Langley
WD4 8LH
Contact: Richard Girling, Fine Wine Director
Telephone: 07976 177 604
Email: rg@fells.co.uk
Website: www.fells.co.uk
 
QUINTA DO NOVAL
Gonzalez Byass UK Ltd
The Hyde
Woodcock Hill,
Coopers Green Lane,
St Albans AL4  9HJ
Herts 
Contact: Ben Wyse, Senior Brand Manager
Phone: 01707 274790
Email: bwyse@gonzalezbyassuk.com
Website: www.gonzalezbyassuk.com
 
QUINTA DA ROMANEIRA
LEA & SANDEMAN
170 Fulham Road, London SW10 9PR
Telephone: 020 7244 0522
Email: chelsea@leaandsandeman.co.uk
Contact: David Porter
www.leaandsandeman.co.uk




